
Hartshorne House Association
41 Church Street
Wakefield, MA  01880
www.hartshornehouse.org

A virtual beer tasting!   

To benefit the

The Colonel James Hartshorne House Association

Saturday, October 17, 2020
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

See inside for details!

Fall, 2020

Adapting to the times ...
One of  the ways in which our old house has survived since 1681 has been its ability to adapt
and change with the times.  From a one-room house, it expanded and grew.  During its early
history it housed a clock and buckle making business.  It housed Masonic lodge meetings.  It
was a farmhouse.  It housed a shoe business.  It housed a large and no doubt boisterous, pros-
perous family.  It provided subsistence housing as a tenement for ice house workers one hun-
dred years ago.  Perhaps it even served in that capacity during the 1918 Influenza Pandemic.

Just as we have all been buffeted by enforced
changes to our daily lives during our current turbu-
lent health care emergency, the Hartshorne House
Association has also had to adapt.  It is not possible
for the House to host events of  any kind right now.
This has forced the cancellation of  one of  our
favorite events of  the year.

With regret, we must inform you that we have
cancelled for our Annual Christmas Open House.

We have plans to showcase photographs of  past
holidays on our website and facebook pages and are
planning a Christmas Tea alternative in the spring-
time ... or whenever it is safe again to welcome all of
you home to the Hartshorne House.     

In the meantime, we’re adapting.  Our fall craft
beer tasting event will be virtual! (Details inside/)

Hartshorne House Fundraising Calendar 
We are very happy to announce that plans are underway for our traditional Fundraising
Calendar.  The Fundraising Committee has been working for months on this project, guarantee-
ing great prizes and a wonderful product.  The perfect ‘stocking stuffer’ or Yankee Swap pres-
ent, the Calendar offers 31 days of  prizes throughout the month of  January to brighten up the
days after the holidays are past.  For your convenience, we will be
mailing out information on the calendar in early November.  

New Storm Windows Ordered
After much painstaking and comprehensive research, the House
Committee, with the help of  a very generous donor, has ordered
new interior storm windows for the House.  The old heavy energy
inefficient exterior storms were aging and were very difficult to
install on the second floor.  The new window panels, each one
specially ordered, will be applied to the inside of  the windows
with absolutely no harm to the historic fabric of  the house.   
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NEWSLETTER BY NANCY BERTRAND

Join us for our Virtual Beer Tasting!  October 17, 7-9 p.m.
Historian’s Notebook...  

the Woman behind the Hartshorne House Gardens

Mrs. Archibald Hume
If  you’ve visited the Hartshorne House, you’ve passed directly under the watchful gaze of  the framed por-
trait in the hallway, probably never knowing who she was!  Since 2020 is the centennial date of  the pas-
sage of  the 19th Amendment, we thought we should give some attention to the woman who most influenced
the Hartshorne House during the 20th century.

Grace M. Thornton was born in Lawrence,
Massachusetts in 1878.  Since Mrs. Hume preferred
her full title (“Mrs. Archibald Hume”), it actually
took us some time to discover her maiden name ...
and, for that matter, her first name!  
We really know very little about her early life, but

we have discovered that she entered Fitchburg State
“Normal” School in 1898.  The school, now
Fitchburg State University, had just been established
in 1894 as a two-year teacher’s college.  “Principal
Thompson took me and my moth-
er all over Fitchburg in a horse and
buggy hunting for a boarding place
for me,” she reminisced at a
reunion.  She actually attended a
four year course at the school,
making our first Hartshorne House
resident caretaker the first trained
high school teacher to live in the
house!
Grace married Hugh D. Bennie

in 1903 and was widowed in 1913.
In 1918, she married Archibald
McGregor Hume, a widower with
one daughter.  Archibald was 9
years older than Grace and had had
a career in sales of  musical instruments.  We do not
know yet what convinced Grace and Archibald to
leave their no-doubt comfortable home in Melrose
to live at the Hartshorne House, but Grace became
the first official “Hostess” at the Hartshorne House
sometime after the Hartshorne House Association
officially took a lease upon the property in 1931.
Note:  central heating and indoor plumbing were not
fully installed until 1935!   
By the census of  1940, Grace (61) and Archibald

(71) were living upstairs at the Hartshorne House.
And Grace got straight to work.

For one thing, the Association offered teas and
bean suppers, which the “Resident Hostess” (Grace)
would prepare and serve (for a fee, of  course.)  The
House then advertised itself  as an 18th century
house -- its earlier history was discovered a bit later.   
The issue of  the gardens evolved slowly.  Grace,

the daughter of  a florist, loved gardening, and happi-
ly began turning the barren land behind the House
into a garden.  By the spring of  1943, Grace had
trained a group of  15 WMHS boys, known as the

Victory Garden Troopers, to
work as garden helpers
throughout the town.  Their
services were in “constant
demand” by townspeople.  
In cooperation with the

“Horticultural Committee,”
Graced helped develop an
“Old-time herb garden”
behind the House at what
was then called, the “Garden
Center” to help commemo-
rate the town’s tercentennial
in 1944.   
Grace’s most lasting contri-

bution, however, was the cre-
ation of  the Floral Way.  With the cooperation and
enthusiastic assistance of  Gardner Campbell, editor
of  the Wakefield Daily Item, Grace developed a
plan for WWII memorial plantings based on the
Cherry Blossoms in Washington, D.C.  From its
original conception as plantings that would entirely
encircle Lake Quannapowitt, it evolved into the love-
ly walk, first planted in 1949 and enjoyed every year
by the grateful town.
Archibald Hume died in 1955, but Grace went on

living in the Hartshorne House until 1967.  She died
in Melrose in 1976, in her 98th year!  

Tickets are now available to our third annual “Boning up on History” Craft
Beer Tasting event ... but this one will be virtual!

The event offers samplings of  craft beers by the local Bone Up Brewing
Co. in Everett. A very special “History Mysteries Brew” will be created for
the event.

Participants will purchase their tickets in advance, on the Hartshorne
House website, http://www.hartshornehouse.org. The ticket fee of  $40 pro-
vides a very special mix-pack offering a generous 64-ounce ‘brews for two’
beer tasting. The beer can be picked up in advance at either the Bone-Up
Taproom in Everett, or at the Hartshorne House on the day of  the event.
(Some delivery is also available.) Included with the beer will be the address of
the “Zoom Room” for the event.

At 7:00 p.m. the event will begin! The evening will feature:

*Tales from Our Town, a “spirit-ed history” of  the town, including a sur-
prising number of  early taverns … and tipsy townspeople. (Including the
occupants of  the Hartshorne House!)

* A History of  Beer in America delivered by a celebrated Beer Historian.

* Brewmaster’s Insights: And engaging view of  the art -- and craft -- of
beer brewing in 2020 delivered by the talented brewmasters of
the Bone-Up Brewing Co.

The event will offer “socially distant” socializing and the oppor-
tunity to taste some great craft beer, all the while supporting the
preservation and maintenance of  Wakefield’s historic home, the
Hartshorne House.
Tickets are limited and must be purchased by October 15th. For
more information, visit our Facebook page, or call the House at
781-245-3935.


